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Synopsis

"Gold!" Jason shouted at the top of his lungs. "Read all about it! Gold discovered in Alaska!"Within
hours of hearing the thrilling news, fifteen-year-old Jason Hawthorn jumps a train for Seattle, stow
away on a ship bound for the goldfields, and joins thousands of fellow prospectors attempting the
difficult journey to the Klondike. The Dead Horse Trail, the infamous Chilkott Pass, and a
five-hundred-mile trip by canoe down the Yukon River lie ahead. With help from a young writer
named Jack London, Jason and his dog face moose, bears, and the terrors of a subartic winter in
this bone-chilling survival story. 00-01 Tayshas High School Reading List, 01-02 Young Hoosier
Book Award Masterlist (Gr 4-6), 01-02 Young Hoosier Book Award Masterlist (Gr 6-8), 01-02 William
Allen White Children’s Book Award Masterlist, and 01 Heartland Award for Excellence in YA Lit
Finalist Notable Children’s Trade Books in the Field of Social Studies 2000, National Council for
SS & Child. Book Council, 2000 Best Books for Young Adults (ALA), and 2000 Quick Picks for

Young Adults (Recomm. Books for Reluctant Young Readers)
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Customer Reviews

Reason for Reading: Read aloud to my son as part of our history curriculum.Summary:
Fifteen-year-old Jason Hawthorn is on the other side of the country when he hears of the Klondike
Gold Rush. The only adventurous one in the family he high tails it back to Seattle to convince his
older brothers to stake him with their inheritance so he can go North. When he arrives home, he’s
astounded to find that his brothers were one of the first to leave for the Klondike and they left him a

letter saying they had added his inheritance to complete their outfit and have made him a complete



partner. With only $10 in his pocket Jason follows his brothers, trying to catch up to them as he
goes. Along the way the reader learns the glorious and gruesome, adventurous, heroic history of the
Klondike Gold Rush; completely rampant with lawlessness until you were on Canadian soil where
the Mounties ruled with an iron fist. Comments: I've always wanted to read Will Hobbs. I've always
been attracted to teen boy’s survival in the wilderness tales and many of his books seem to have
that theme. This is the first book I've read by him and | was riveted, as was my son. We have the
sequel here and my ds has requested we read it right away. The writing is fabulous, the detail is
excruciating and the history is well researched.As we follow Jason on his trip North he encounters
adventures and hardships one after the other and the reader becomes excited with him, scared,
worried and sad with him. The details of some parts are quite brutal. The author held nothing back
in describing the details of White Pass and why it became nicknamed Dead Horse Pass. There are
some brutal episodes in the story but there is also humour and a sense of accomplishment

throughout.
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